
Mews: The Musical! 

An emotionally broken writer in NYC
desperately searches for his identity
as his life falls apart. He is aided by

his cats, who try to teach him the
value of building an anxiety-free self.

Craziness ensues in this adorable,
funny, dramatic (and hopefully

profound) musical, where humans and
cats learn to find themselves and each

other. 



Friedrick (Frida) Bruce

This hilarious
new mewsical was
inspired by Paul’s

two cats!
Totally!Should we do

a mewsical!?



Mews rehearses at
The Tank, NYC, with

Meghan Finn directing 

Look how hard
they’re working!

I changed my
mind. Sleep.



Main Characters:

*BIGGER ONE: 35, male – A depressed NYC writer going
through an identity crisis. He adores his two cats.

*BRUCE: A 16-year-old gray-and-white cat, equal
parts sweet and surly 

*FRIDA: A 4-year-old orange-and-white cat
(Pronounced FREE-duh, as in Frida Khalo) young,
energetic and eager, but going through her own

identity crisis 

*DA LADY: Early 30’s, female, an empathetic,
spiritual, modern woman with eastern philosophical

sensibilities and a passion for animals 



With fun songs, like: 

“TEll Your story,”
“all blocked up,”
and “cat got your

tongue,”
this is sure to be the

purrrrrfect musical for its
moment!

Who doesn’t love cats!?!?
 

Shhhh.
Sleeping.

Why weren’t we
on the last

page?



Listen to these amazing live recordings here:  paulhufker.wixsite.com/paulhufker

Q. Smith and
Lawrence
stallings
Perform

“All blocked
up” 

Ellis gage
Sings

“something
from

nothing”



Creative Team
Paul Hufker, Book John Ertman, Lyrics + Music Joseph Mathusek, Music + lyrics  meghan finn, director 



Bios  
Joseph Mathusek

Joseph Mathusek is a musician trained in
performance, composition, arranging, and
music production. He currently finishing

his studies at BYU-Idaho where he is
active in the music and composition scene

and is finishing a degree in Vocal
Performance. Joseph has participated in

multiple performing groups, as both a
performer and a director. He

directed/music directed multiple musicals
including: Shrek The Musical (R3 Theatre),
Alone (American Music Theatre Project,
Concept Album) and You’re a Good Man,

Charlie Brown (No Drama Theatre) Joseph
has written two musicals, Alone: A New

Musical (Co-music/Lyrics, arr.) and Mews:
The Musical (Co-music, arr.) with

collaborator John Ertman and has
published several original arrangements,

orchestrations, and original songs.
Recent work in arranging/orchestration
includes: Santa Claus is Comin’ (Cover), I’ll
Be Home For Christmas (Cover), and Alone:

A New Musical (Full Score). 

John is a professional writer, director, and AEA
actor based in New York. John has written two

musicals, Alone (American Music Theatre Project,
Concept Album) and Mews (The Tank) with
collaborator, Joseph Mathusek. He has

independently produced three pop albums: The
Abbey Road Live Session, Idle Growth, and Reality
and has had his work performed at venues such as

54 Below in New York City and The Bedford in
London and studios such as Abbey Road and Power
Station NE. John is an award winning director of

immersive theatre, internationally recognized by
critics for his innovative approach. Selected
awards include: Best New Media Award (Lonely

Wolf UK 2023), Audience Choice for Best Interactive
Experience (FIVARS 2021), and 4x Critics’ Picks for
Best Interactive Theatre (Medium/No Proscenium

2020-2022). As a performer, John originated a role
in Fifty-Seven at APAP in 2023 and led The

Mosquitical as Newman at NYMTF. John earned a
B.A. in Communications from Northwestern

University, where he majored in Theatre and was
a member of the inaugural class of the Music
Theatre Writing & Composition program. John is

also a student of several established composers
including Mark Hollmann (Urinetown), Masi Asare
(Paradise Square), Craig Carnelia (Working), and

Michael R. Jackson (A Strange Loop).

John Ertman 
Paul has been an AEA actor, playwright and director in the NYC area for

over 17 years. He is a proud graduate of Brooklyn College’s MFA playwriting
program, under Mac Wellman and Erin Courtney.

Paul has worked with many NYC theatre companies including: The Bechdel
Group 12 Peers Theatre Company, The Tank Theatre Company, Variations

Theatre
Company, AND Theatre Company, the 29th St Playwrights’ Collective (Member),
Cut Edge Collective (member) andmany others theatre companies across the

US.

His latest production was of Huntsville which premiered at the University of
Alabama in 2024.

Paul has worked with fashion designer and political activist Carla
Fernandez,

writing her London fashion show/protest piece, which debuted in London in 2018.
Also in 2018, Paul worked with world-renowned visual artist Pedro Reyes,

writing his Noam Chomsky-Inspired puppet play Manufacturing Mischief, which
premiered in NYC and internationally, and was directed by Meghan Finn. In the
fall of 2017, Paul wrote the script for Pedro Reyes’ massive art installation

in Brooklyn entitled Doomocracy, also directed by Meghan Finn. He is
currently working again with Pedro for a documentary about nuclear war,

which he hopes to sell to Netflix. 

He is a 2023 New Voices Residency winner from the University of Alabama, a
2018 Eugene O’Neill Prize Semi-Finalist, a 2016 Great Plains Theatre Conference

invited playwright, a 2015 and 2016 Himan Brown Award winner (through
Brooklyn College), a 2016 O’Neill Conference semi-finalist, a 2016 American

Theatre in Higher Education Excellence in Playwriting Award finalist, a 2015
Jerome Fellowship finalist, a 2014 Princess Grace Award semi-finalist, and a
2011 O’Neill Conference semi-finalist. His writing collaborations have been

produced in NYC, throughout the US, and in Toronto, Canada, as well as at MIT,
the Museo Jumex in Mexico City and the Serpentine Gallery in London. His plays
have been published by Masque and Spectacle magazine as well as Next Stage
Press. He is currently a full-time Assistant Teaching Professor at Rutgers

University, in their Writing Program, and a proud graduate of Webster
University where he received his BFA in theatrical performance.

Paul Hufker Meghan Finn

The Artistic Director of The Tank. Her
directorial work has been seen at the
Tank, 3LD Art & Technology Center, CSC,
the V&A, Serpentine Galleries London,
The Wexner Center, SCAD, The Logan

Center for the
Arts in Chicago, Museo Jumex Mexico City,
Powerhouse Theater, The Power Plant,
Canadian Stage, Clubbed Thumb, HERE,
The Brick, The Bushwick Starr, Soho

Gallery, PS122, Dixon Place, Soho Rep, Ars
Nova, Montclair State, New Georges, The
Flea, The Brooklyn Army Terminal for

Creative Time, The Roes Theater Athens
Greece, and the

OnStage! Festival in Rome and Milan. BA
Theater USC, MFA Directing Brooklyn

College.

 www.meghanfinn.com



Thanks for reading! We hope you found it amewsing!

hey, where ya
goin’?

yeah, come back here
and produce this

mewsical! At least
bring me some wet

food! 


